Principles of Pruning 

Proper pruning improves shrubs and trees in any number of important respects, but improper pruning can be more harmful than none at all. 

Skill in pruning is gained through experience, so do not shy away from the task. 

On the other hand, understand the basics before proceeding.

Although plants grow in many shapes and sizes, they observe a few general growth habits:

· Central leader with tall straight trunks.

· Several main trunks with spreading crowns.

Become familiar with the growth habit of a plant and its responses to pruning. You should be able to determine the growth habit by observing its growth and its response to previous pruning so that you can then properly prune even unfamiliar species. 

When you have mastered the art of pruning one kind of tree, it is quite easy to deal with the rest. 

The growth and fruiting habits of trees follow natural laws. The expert pruner is one who studies these habits and becomes so familiar with them that he can easily tell what treatment is required.

The principal reasons for pruning are:

· To produce more or better flowers and/or fruits. 

· To develop or maintain a desired size or appearance. Most of us have small gardens and vigorous modern plants. Prune to save room for an interesting variety of plants and to keep plants from becoming leggy or scrubby

· To re-establish a balance between root and branch systems after transplanting.

· Train young plants to ensure structurally strong trees that will require less corrective pruning when mature. Pruning now, to encourage balanced, open growth saves effort later.

· To rejuvenate older, neglected shrubs. Removal of old, overcrowded stems or limbs encourages the growth of vigorous young ones.

· To maintain health and appearance. Regular removal of dead or diseased wood keeps plants healthy. Maintenance pruning includes removal of dense growth to let light and air reach the inner and lower stems.

· To repair injury. Damaged wood, whatever the cause, is not only unsightly, it is an open invitation to disease-causing organisms.

· To reduce the size of a plant that has out-grown the space available.

 Poor selection at planting time creates problems with trees and shrubs when they reach maturity. Choose plants with an appropriate mature size for the site and the need for pruning will be minimised. If a plant needs to be pruned more than every five to seven years to control its size, then it is the wrong plant for the situation.
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Safety Guidelines

To minimise the risk of eye injury, always use eye protection.

Do not use while standing on a ladder or other unstable surface.

Guard against endangering people or property with falling branches.

Always observe generally accepted rules of safety and common sense.

Use only properly maintained tools appropriate for the job at hand.

Do not use around electrical wires or equipment.
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